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An Evaluation of the BRI Research
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Abstract: In the past six years, the Chinese academic community has invested
heavily in the BRI research, and the number of results is unprecedented. This has
played a positive role in promoting the BRI concept. However, the lag in the progress

of the BRI research is also unquestionable, which has made it impossible for us to
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make a persuasive response to misunderstandings and doubts from the outside world;
on the other hand, the BRI research is difficult to guide its practice. Therefore, it is
becoming an academic consensus to construct a normative theoretical framework for
the BRI. In my opinion, as an international initiative, the theoretical framework of the
BRI needs to meet at least three criteria: self-consistent at the theoretical level,
feasibility at the operational level and consensus at the cognitive level. Lack of
theoretical consistency will not only cause confusion in propaganda, but also lead to
confusion in practice; lack of operational feasibility will hinder the smooth progress
of the BRI; lack of domestic and international consensus will lead to questions from
the outside world. Based on the above three criteria, I have evaluated the research
status of the BRI and found that a self-consistent theoretical framework is far from
being formed; most of the research focused on the necessary rather than the feasibility
of the BRI there are two different discourse systems in the publicity caliber at home
and abroad. As a result, with the construction of the BRI into a high-quality
development stage, the Chinses academic circle needs to seriously reflect on the
current research paradigm to meet the needs of practice.
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