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Social Identity, Overwork and Urban-rural Difference of Migrant Workers
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Abstract: The problem of overwork of migrant workers is very serious in China. This phenomenon,
however, is still less studied. Based on the China Migrants Dynamic Survey of the National Health
Commission of China in 2017, this paper analyzed the impact of social identity of migrant worker on

overwork. We believe that if the migrants integrated into the city, it may reduce the possibility of overwork

*PPCHL. AR, PEANRKZELFERE, B ZwmiS: 100872, H-FHEFE: sunwk@ruc. edu. cn,
wgfsophia@163. com. AHFFE 5 E 5K HARF 2434 (71603266) FIE F 4R L4 8 KI5 H (18ZDA081)
Y HF. HE AN EREL, /EEXTTA M.



mailto:sunwk@ruc.edu.cn
mailto:wgfsophia@163.com

due to demonstration effect. After the basic OLS analysis, we use Instrumental Variable Method and
differencing model to identify the causal relationship between them. We find that the local identity of
migrant population can significantly alleviate the occurrence of overwork and reduce the overwork time.
There is no significant difference between migrant workers with urban and rural hukou. We also found that
upward imitation, future uncertainty and local adaptation are all influential mechanisms. The policy
implication of this paper is that promoting the social integration of migrant population can reduce

overwork and improve their health.
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