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The Tax Burden of China: Light or Heavy?
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Abstract: There has been a lot of controversy over China's tax burden. This paper analyzes
the tax burden of China from the perspective of macro tax burden, corporate tax burden, and
resident tax burden. The calculation results show that the macro tax burden of different calibers, as
well as the corporate tax burden, has shown a downward trend since 2012. In terms of
international comparison, the macro tax burdens of different calibers in China are all at the level of
middle-income countries around the world in 2016. From the perspective of the tax structure, the
corporate tax burden is heavy and the resident tax burden is light, the taxation of the upstream link
of the national income cycle is heavier than that of the downstream link. Compared with
developed countries, the root cause of China's tax burden problem is that the tax system is
irrational. The taxation is concentrated on the production process of the national income cycle, and
excessive dependence on the corporate. To this end, it is urgent to reform the tax structure of
China, so that the tax levying process will be moved down and more taxpayers will be
transformed from enterprises to residents.
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) i % 7 4 TR < PO, ] 5 8 = 45 2 0 5 R ) AL 47 PRI A BB 2. LR [R] B
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