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Analysis of the China’s Economics Research Focus in 2020
LUO Rundong LI Qionggiong XIE Xiangjie
(Shandong University, Weihai, China)

Abstract: This paper is to analyze the frontiers of China economic research in 2020 by utilizing
the CSSCI literature data using co-word and cluster methods with CiteSpace. The research
frontiers, hotspots, new trends and important research progresses in China’s economic research are
investigated. Bibliometric results demonstrate that China's economics research in 2020 presents a
series of features. The “Belt and Road” initiative has taken the lead, and foreign direct investment
and global governance are high-frequency keywords in this field. The focus on high-quality
economic development continues to increase, and high-quality development has replaced
economic growth as the core research topic in the field of economic development for the first time.

Keywords such as total factor productivity, technical progress and resource allocation related to
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economic development quality co-occurred with increased frequency. Research in the field of
rural vitalization and rural economic development is paying more and more attention to hot issues
such as urban-rural integration, land institution and agriculture management. With the
national-level poor counties all removed from poverty and the bottom-line goal of building a
well-off society completed, the focus of research in the field of targeted poverty alleviation has
begun to shift to relative poverty and long-term poverty alleviation mechanism. In addition, the
outbreak of COVID-19 severely affected the operation of global economic activities, triggering
discussions on how to respond to and control public health emergencies, with a significant
increase in the number of articles on the prevention and control of the epidemic, work and
production resumption, and the impact of COVID-19 on the Chinese economy.

Keywords: Economic Research; Bibliometrics; Co-word Analysis; Cluster Analysis
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